	GRANTLEY, SAWLEY, SKELDING AND EAVESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING





DATE:


Tuesday 22nd November 2011
TIME:


19.30hrs
LOCATION:

Grantley Village Hall
PRESENT:
Councillors Ted Dodsworth (Chairman), Martin Kirbitson (Vice-Chairman) until 9pm, Trevor Kitchen, Mike Lumb, John Scannell and Ken Walmsley. 
IN ATTENDANCE:
Iona Taylor (Clerk)




District Councillor Margaret Atkinson and County Councillor Paul Richardson




Ted Flexman 

1. WELCOME

Councillor Dodsworth welcomed all those present to the meeting. 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
Councillor Walmsley declared a prejudicial interest in planning application 6.41.5.C.FUL 11/04056/FUL as it is his niece’s property. 

Councillor Dodsworth also declared a personal interest in this application as it his neighbour’s property.  
3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS OR STATEMENTS – none. 
4. APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Learoyd as she was away in Scarborough. 
5. LETTER FROM CLERK – considered by Councillors after meeting. 

6. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the last meetings held on 22nd and 27th September 2011 were approved and signed. 
7. ITEMS CARRIED FORWARD FROM THE LAST MEETING
7.1 SINC status at Picking Gill. 
The formal decision letter has been received advising that, as expected, Picking Gill is not eligible for SINC status. 

The issue of fencing the site boundary near Middle Rigg Farm to prevent access by motor bikers was reconsidered. 
It was agreed that the owner of Middle Rigg should be approached to see if they would be willing to make a financial contribution to the cost, which is likely to be in the region of £2,050 (for a post and wire fence with hedging). The Clerk will once again to look to see if there is any grant funding available for this work. 

7.2 Grantley noticeboard. 
No quotations have yet been received. Councillor Kitchen agreed to pursue this. 
The Clerk asked that consideration be given to wood swelling in winter as the noticeboard in Sawley is now exceptionally difficult to use. 

7.3 Renovation of Sawley Chuch Clock – no progress to be reported. 
7.4 Parish consultation meeting with Harrogate Borough Council. 
Councillors had been provided with a copy of the written answers to the questions submitted by this Parish Council.

7.5 Outstanding highways issues. 
· A temporary repair has been effected to the pavement at the bottom of Holborn House in Grantley, although markings indicate that permanent works may be about to be undertaken. 

· The ‘Birmham’ Rocks sign has not yet been altered. 
· The sign in Grantley still indicates that it is 4.75miles to Sawley!

· Councillor Lumb will check whether the grit bin in Grantley has been filled. 
8. FINANCIALS
Day-to-Day Financials
8.1 Bank balances as at 31st October 2011. 
The balances as per the Mid-Year Balance Analysis were noted: 

· HSBC Current a/c (****9716)
£752.00

· HSBC Savings a/c (****9208)
£9,874.57

· HSBC Special Projects a/c (****4933)
£505.53

· HSBC Parish Room Proceeds Current a/c (****1839)
£33,804.75

· HSBC Parish Room Proceeds Savings a/c (****1847)
£33,623.85

· HSBC Sawley Small Grants Scheme a/c (****2224)
£1,030.48

· Santander Bond
£50,000.00

· Skipton Bond
£34,027.68

8.2 Payments made prior to, or at this meeting. 
The following payments were approved: 

· Walled Garden Scheme (Invoice 663, Caretaker – October 2011)
£144.00

· Walled Garden Scheme (Invoice 622, Caretaker – September 2011)
£144.00

· Walled Garden Scheme (Invoice 667, Caretaker – November & December 2011)
£288.00

· Farm & Land Services Ltd (Invoice 3589)
£428.40

· Wicksteed Leisure Ltd (Annual Playground Inspections)
£108.00

· Iona Taylor (Clerk, September & October 2011)
£511.06

· Iona Taylor (Parish Room Proceeds Administration, September & October 2011)
£129.20

8.3 Monies received prior to, or at this meeting. 
The following receipts were recorded: 

· Harrogate Borough Council (Precept, 2nd Part)
£3111.00
· North Yorkshire County Council (Grasscutting Reimbursement)
£625.89

· HM Revenue & Customs (VAT Reimbursement, 1/8/11 – 31/10/11)
£141.00

8.4 Donation to Ripon CAB.
It was agreed that a donation of £50 be made. 

Annual Accounts
8.5 External Auditor’s opinion on the 2010/11 accounts. 

The report from the Annual Return is that:

“On the basis of our review, in our opinion the information contained in the Annual Return is in accordance with the Audit Commission’s requirements and no matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.”

8.6 ‘Monitoring Against Budget’ and ‘Mid-Year Balance Analysis’ reports. 
Councillors considered these reports which showed that as of 31st October 2011 the Council was in a healthy financial position. 

8.7 2012/13 budget. 
The budget, as proposed by the Clerk, was approved. 

8.8 2012/13 precept. 

It was agreed that a precept of £6223 be requested. 
9. PARISH ROOM PROCEEDS
9.1 Balance sheet. 
The updated balance sheet was considered. This showed the total balance of the Parish Room proceeds, as at 31st October 2011, to be £151,487.56. This was made up as follows: 
· Investments
£84,027.68

· Allocation to Capital Projects
£32,243.65

· Small Grants Scheme
£2030.48

· ‘Float’ (including £32,750 waiting to be invested in a savings bond)
£33,185.75

9.2 Small Grants Scheme application from Iain Johnston. 
It was agreed that an award of £200 towards the cost of Mr Johnston undertaking a scuba diving course. 
Consideration was given to changing the Small Grants Scheme to encourage feedback from grant recipients and as to whether the guidance on eligible costs / projects should be made more conservative. This will be considered in more detail at the May 2012 Annual Parish Council meeting. 

9.3 Skipton Fixed Rate Bond. 
It was agreed that £32,750 should be reinvested in a 3 year bond, with a fixed interest rate of 3.35%. 
The interest previously accrued with Skipton will be transferred to the Small Grants Scheme.
9.4 Update on other investments. 
It was agreed that £20,000 of the proceeds allocated to capital projects should be invested in a shorter term investment bond to try and increase the interest that it is generating. 

9.5 Evidence of expenditure from Methodist Church Sunday School. 
It was noted that evidence of expenditure for the full amount of the Small Grants Scheme Award (ref. AW1, £100) has now been received. 
10. SAWLEY VILLAGE GREEN 

10.1 Parking outside Parish Room. 
The Parish Council approved a proposal for gates to be reinstated in place of the fixed fence to enable access to the defined parking area for this property. Gates will enable compliance with the terms of the planning 
permission and sale conveyance for the property. 

10.2 Future maintenance of track across Village Green. 
Following discussion, the Parish Council agreed not pursue investigations into obtaining financial contributions from neighbouring properties at the present time, however it was further agreed that it reserves its position to recover fair and reasonable contributions towards the cost of repairing and maintaining the track (in accordance with provisions in the deeds to properties) should the need arise in the future. 
11. PLAY AREA 
The annual inspections have been carried out on the children’s equipped play areas in Grantley and Sawley. 

A number of minor, maintenance type issues have been included for attention on the Parish Caretaker’s task list. 

It was agreed that new seats should be purchased for the see-saw at Grantley at a cost of £88 + VAT and delivery. These will be fitted by the caretaker. 
12. OIL PURCHASING CO-OPERATIVE

Councillor Kirbitson and the Clerk reported their investigations into these schemes. Councillor Kirbitson’s oil supplier indicated that they would offer a 5% discount for full tanker deliveries in one locality. 

The important factor in such a scheme is having a co-ordinator willing to seek and collate orders from households then ring round for the best price per litre before placing an order on behalf of the group. There are companies who offer this service, but charge for doing so. 
It was agreed that an article should be included in the next newsletter to see whether anyone locally would be willing to act as co-ordinator. 

13. BROADBAND UPGRADE 

The Clerk reported on a £35 million contract being let by North Yorkshire County Council to upgrade broadband provision across North Yorkshire. There was some scepticism as to whether rural areas, such as this parish, would benefit from this scheme. 

Other schemes, such as community networks have been set up in the County, but it was agreed not to pursue this avenue at this time, not least because there is currently no funding available. 
It was agreed that a letter should be sent to Julian Smith MP asking about his efforts to secure faster broadband in rural areas and enquiring as to whether there is anything that this parish can to support this. 
14. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
14.1 Consultations on applications.
It was agreed that the Parish Council has no objections to the following applications: 
· 6.41.5.C.FUL 11/04056/FUL – Erection of two storey extension at Skelding Grange, Skelding. 

· 6.42.34.A.FUL 11/04338/FUL – Installation of ground mounted solar photovoltaic panels at 3 Town End Cottages, Grantley. 

14.2 Comments on applications sent to Harrogate Borough Council on 20th October 2011. 

	Reference
	Proposal
	Comments sent. 

	6.51.14.J.FUL

11/02739/FUL
	Erection of detached dwelling to replace barn at Church Farm, Low Gate Lane, Sawley. 
	Comments about impact on neighbours and application boundary line. 

	6.51.101.E.PDUCO

11/03884/PDUCO
	Installation of 24 solar panels on Hebden Bank Farm, Sawley. 
	No objections. 

	6.42.44.B.TPO

11/04105/TPO
	Fell 2 beech trees, 3 sycamore trees and 1 cupressus tree within woodland W1 of TPO 1/1950 at land West of East Lodge, Grantley.
	Parish Council defers to Borough Council arborist’s opinion. 


14.3 Decisions and updates on applications, appeals and enforcement investigations.  

	Reference
	Proposal
	Update / Decision

	6.42.44.B.TPO

11/04105/TPO
	Fell 2 beech trees, 3 sycamore trees and 1 cupressus tree within woodland W1 of TPO 1/1950 at land West of East Lodge, Grantley.
	Passed.

	6.51.14.J.FUL

11/02739/FUL
	Erection of detached dwelling to replace barn at Church Farm, Low Gate Lane, Sawley. 
	Refused.

	6.50.14.FUL

11/02345/FUL
	Conversion of barn to form dwelling and installation of package treatment plant at Lake Farm, Eavestone. 
	Passed.

	6.51.104.C.FUL

11/03510/FUL
	Erection of replacement garden store at Lowgate Lane Farm, Lowgate Lane, Sawley.
	Passed. 

	Planning Enforcement: 
11/00524/PR15
	Alleged unauthorised extension of domestic curtilage at 3, Town End Cottages, Grantley. 
	Investigation on-going. 


14.4 Provision of open space and village halls in Sawley and Grantley, in relation to the Harrogate District LDF, Sites and Policies Development Plan Document.
It was generally agreed that the provision of open space and village halls in the parish is adequate. The maps detailing the existing provision were considered and some mistakes on them to notify Harrogate Borough Council of were identified.  
14.5 Commuted sums with imminent spend-by dates. 
It was noted that funding, which must be spent by 1st April, is available for both Grantley play area and Sawley Village Green.

Suggestions for how to use this funding will be considered at the next meeting. 
15. MODEL PUBLICATION SCHEME

The revised scheme, taking into account the fact that the Parish Council is now able to post information on the Sawley website, was approved. 

16. PARISH CARETAKER 


A number of tasks were considered for inclusion on the task list. 

Requests for signage works on footpaths will be forwarded to North Yorkshire County Council’s Public Rights of Way Department.

17. CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported on items received, including:

· Information about the celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 

· Information about the 2013 review of parliamentary constituencies in England being carried out by the Boundary Commission. Under the proposals this parish would be remain in the Skipton & Ripon Constituency. 


The proposals can be viewed in detail at: www.independent.gov.uk/boundarycommissionforengland 

18. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting was confirmed as being on 19th January 2012 at 19.30hrs in Sawley Village Hall. 
The programme of meetings for 2012 was agreed. 

19. ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED AT THE NEXT MEETING – None.
Meeting closed at 21.31 hrs.

These minutes were recorded and prepared by Iona Taylor, Clerk to the Parish Council.

SIGNED:

 (Chairman)

DATE:
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