	GRANTLEY, SAWLEY, SKELDING AND EAVESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING





DATE:


19th January 2012
TIME:


19.30 hrs
LOCATION:

Sawley Village Hall
PRESENT:
Councillors Ted Dodsworth (Chairman), Martin Kirbitson (Vice-Chairman), Trevor Kitchen, June Learoyd and John Scannell. 
IN ATTENDANCE:
Iona Taylor (Clerk)




District Councillor Margaret Atkinson and County Councillor Paul Richardson. 




Mr Whincup and Ted Flexman





1. WELCOME

Councillor Dodsworth welcomed all those present to the meeting. 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA – None. 
3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS OR STATEMENTS – None. 
4. APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Lumb due to work commitments and Councillor Walmsley as he was unwell. 
5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the last meeting held on 22nd November 2011 were amended for signing at the next meeting. 
6. ITEMS CARRIED FORWARD FROM THE LAST MEETING
6.1 Grantley noticeboard. 

Quotations have not yet been received from any local contractors, although purchasing a commercial board still seems expensive to Councillors. 
6.2 Renovation of Sawley Church Clock – no progress to be reported. 
6.3 Outstanding highways issues. 

Although there was no progress to be reported on any previously considered issues, it was noted that the B6265 will be closed near Grantley Hall on 21st and 22nd January to allow a fallen tree to be safely removed. 

6.4 Picking Gill fencing – no progress to be reported. 
6.5 Broadband upgrade. 

The Clerk reported on a number of items of recent correspondence regarding possible upgrades to broadband speeds in the North Yorkshire area. In addition she confirmed that a letter showing this Parish Council’s desire and support for upgraded broadband in this rural area has been sent to Julian Smith MP. However, it was agreed that whilst the Parish Council would welcome an increase in broadband speeds in this area it is not inclined to pursue any grant funding for private / community improvement schemes. 
7. OIL PURCHASING CO-OPERATIVE
It was noted that while a couple of expressions of interest in joining a co-operative have been received, no-one has volunteered to become a co-ordinator. It was agreed that this item will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
8. PARISH ROOM PROCEEDS
Further signatures were required from Councillors to enable the Yorkshire Bank account to be opened. 

The Parish Council agreed to open a second Skipton Building Society Bond in which to save £20,000 of the money allocated to capital works for a period of one year. The signatories on this account will be the same as on the existing account with this institution. 
It was reported that the Sawley Arts Group workshops had been well attended and very successful. A report on them will be included in the Parish Councils next newsletter. 
9. QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE

The Parish Council confirmed that it would be willing to consider a one-off application to the Sawley Small Grants Scheme from a Working Group with a request for a contribution to the costs of Sawley Jubilee celebrations. 
The planting of a commemorative tree in each ward of the parish was supported. Ways of funding these trees (and appropriate protection) will be investigated as a matter of urgency, although the Parish Council would also consider funding these from its general reserves if necessary. 
10. COMMUTED SUMS WITH IMMINENT SPEND-BY DATES
The caretaker will be contacting Councillor Scannell to discuss the specification of a proposed picnic area on Grantley playing field. 
Proposals for spending funds allocated to Sawley have been put forward by Sawley Wildlife Garden. Approval from Harrogate Borough Council is awaited. 
11. SCHOOL BUS CHANGES AT RISPLITH

Discussions were held with P.C. Gareth Jones about a recent incident concerning local residents and parents waiting for the school bus at Risplith. It seems that a parking problem was created after the reinstatement of a section of verge which formerly provided parking for waiting parents.

Although the problem has been amicably resolved a suggestion of altering the bus’s stopping point to further down the hill, near Grantley Sawmills, where there is a lay-by that could provide parking will be forwarded to North Yorkshire County Council’s Integrated Passenger Transport Unit by P.C. Jones. 
12. PARISH CARETAKER 

A number of tasks to be carried out were discussed, including litter picking on the verges at the entrance to each village. 
13. CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported on items received, including:
13.1 Police’s new non-emergency number. 
It was noted that the new non-emergency phone number for contacting the police is ‘101’.
13.2 Localism Act. 
Councillors were each provided with a copy of a briefing note regarding this Act which is likely to impact on a number of areas of the Council’s work. The full implications of this are not yet fully known or appreciated, however the Clerk is working to arrange local training which Councillors are strongly encouraged to attend. 

13.3 Highways & Transportation customer satisfaction survey.
It was agreed that the Clerk will respond to this survey, using pointers from Councillors given at this meeting.

14. FINANCIALS

14.1 Bank balances as at 19th January 2012.
· HSBC Current a/c
£561.01
· HSBC Savings a/c
£8454.41
· HSBC Special Projects a/c
£505.61
· HSBC Parish Room Current a/c
£32750.00
· HSBC Parish Room Savings a/c
£32795.99
· HSBC Sawley Small Grants Scheme a/c
£4183.59
· Santander High Interest Bond
£50000.00
· Skipton Bond
£32876.26
14.2 Payments made prior to or at this meeting.

The following payments were approved and recorded:

· Grantley Village Hall (2011 Hall Hire Charges)
£30.00
· Iona Taylor (Clerk, November & December 2011)
£390.17

· Iona Taylor (Parish Room Proceeds Administration, November & December 2011)
£54.57

14.3 Monies received prior to or at this meeting.

The following receipts were recorded:

· North Yorkshire County Council (LEADER Grant Instalment)
£61.01
· North Yorkshire County Council (LEADER Grant Instalment)
£244.03

15. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
15.1 Consultations on applications.
· 6.42.63.FUL 11/05189/FUL – Erection of agricultural building and formation of new access at Land Comprising OS Field 4750, Grantley. It was agreed that the Parish Council has no objections to the principle of a building or to the proposed location within the site, subject to the scale being proportionate to the size of the holding. 

· 6.51.14.L.LB 11/04947/LB & 6.51.14.K.FUL 11/04946/FUL – Listed building & ordinary application for alterations to facilitate the conversion of an attached barn to additional living accommodation and sub-division of part of farm house to form separate one bedroomed holiday let at Church Farm, Low Gate Lane, Sawley. It was agreed that the Parish Council has no objections to these applications subject to there being no issue of overlooking neighbouring properties. 
15.2 Decisions and updates on applications, appeals and enforcement investigations.  

	Reference
	Proposal
	Update / Decision

	6.51.101.E.PDUCO

11/03884/PDUCO
	Installation of 24 solar panels at Hebden Bank Farm, Sawley.
	Passed.

	6.42.34.A.FUL

11/04338/FUL
	Installation of ground mounted solar photovoltaic panels at 3, Town End Cottages, Grantley. 
	Passed. 

	6.41.5.C.FUL
11/04056/FUL
	Erection of 2 storey extension at Skelding Grange, Skelding. 
	Passed


16. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting was confirmed as being on 13th March 2012 at 19.30 hrs in Grantley Village Hall. 
17. ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED AT NEXT MEETING – None. 
Meeting closed at 20.43 hrs.

These minutes were recorded and prepared by Iona Taylor, Clerk to the Parish Council.

SIGNED:

 (Chairman)

DATE:
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